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Our Shepherd Lutheran Church
Mexicali 2012 Information Packet and Application

“Mexicali 101”
Our Shepherd’s Youth Mission Trip to Mexicali, Mexico

Tentatively March 29 – April 6, 2012
Who? What? Where? When? Why? How? And the Answers.
Who...
1.
Is going?

-Any current 7th-12th grader

-Confirmed Adult Leaders: Dave Priskorn (8th yr), Brent Hall (10thyr), Stephanie Newcomb 4th yr), 

Jill Hall (2nd yr), Tonya Rodriquez (1st yr), Jose Rodriguez (1st yr)
-Translators: Matt Newcomb (5th yr)
2.
Goes from other churches in the area?

-Lutheran churches that have sent teams include: Huntington Woods Lutheran, St. Augustine-Troy, Redeemer-Birmingham, St. Luke- Ann Arbor
What...
1.
Is it?

This is an advanced youth mission trip offered to us through Azusa Pacific University (APU, check out www.mexicooutreach.org). It is a vacation bible school (VBS) ministry. Our team(s) will be assigned to a small church in a Mexican village and teach a VBS curriculum to the local children for 5 days. We will briefly spend time in California before and after the VBS mission.
2.
Will we be doing?

In Mexico - A typical day: We stay in a gated camp site where we have breakfast and participate in morning worship. We pick up our lunch cooler, then head out to our church site where we present our VBS lesson in the morning, and play games with the children until early afternoon. After our VBS day, we will head back to camp for free time. There is a market inside our camp where we can barter for blankets, jewelry, clothes and more. Dinner is served at 7pm.  At 8pm we participate in evening worship. After evening worship we have small group time at 9:30, and then turn in by 10:45. At midweek our team will perform an afternoon service project for the community.  We may also participate in or lead evening worship at our church sites.
In California - We will spend time at the beach and sightseeing. We want the youth to enjoy this time but come home talking about Mexicali, not California. We will also spend time in devotions and final meetings at the hotel.
3.
Are our goals?

-Help the churches in Mexicali grow and provide a boost to their ministry

-Have fun



-Help our youth’s faith grow and mature
-It’s a life-changing experience!
Where...
1.
Are we going?

Just over the US border to Mexicali, Mexico, via San Diego, California. Mexicali is a sprawling city of approximately 700,000 people about 125 miles inland, east of San Diego and Tijuana.
We fly from Detroit Metro Airport into San Diego, CA. After spending a night in CA, we will sightsee the next day; spend another night in CA, and the next morning drive over the border into Mexicali, Mexico. After 5 days in Mexico, we will travel back over the border, arriving in San Diego once again. We will fly home Friday (Flights are tentative, depending on airfare costs/availability)
2.
Do we stay?

In Mexico - We will be staying at a camp, famously named ‘Tent City’ with about 1,000 other campers from churches all over the country. This gated camp is fully staffed with APU workers. There are porta potties (a.k.a. banos) that are our bathroom facilities. Yes, this means no running water, therefore no showers in Mexico. We can pay $3 for a shower across from the camp. This is encouraged, but optional! One of our church sites also has showers available.
In California - We stay at a hotel in a quaint little area near the airport known as Old Town.  The hotel provides a free breakfast.
When...
1. 
Is the Trip?

Over Spring Break. The approximate travel dates are March 29 – April 6. These dates are subject to change by a day or two depending on airfare costs/availability.

2.
Do you have to decide?

The Our Shepherd application, commitment form and $100 non-refundable deposit are due on or before November 6th, 2011 turned in to Dave Priskorn at the church office.


Why...
1. 
Should you go?

It is a proven life-changing experience for our students. Talk to any student that has previously attended!
How...
1.
Much does it cost?

Cost per youth is $1250.00 (covers camp food and fees, airfare, hotel, van rentals, some mission supplies such as tents, coolers, craft supplies, gas, piñatas for the Mexican kids, etc). This cost does not cover travel meals, souvenirs, and spending money.

2.
Do we pay for the trip?

Two options:
A) Pay in Full (Either one time or monthly payments)

B) Offer a financial commitment and fund-raise

3.
Do we prepare?

-Complete application & commitment, interview and APU & OSLC required paperwork by due dates

-Attend all planning sessions on Sundays, in the teen room from 12:30p-3:30pm. 



–Parent attendance at a meeting held two weeks prior to departure

-Fund-raising participation

-Write a minimum of 15 support letters (Aunt Polly Letters) to friends, family, doctor/dentist, etc, but NOT to any OSLC members.
-One other fund raising event

-Work on your Spanish!

4.
Do we know our youth are safe?

-We are staying in a ‘gated’ community campsite set up specifically for this mission trip by APU (they have been doing this fabulous work for over 40 years and have wonderful relationships with the Mexican community and local government)

-There is an on-site infirmary and US hospital is just across the border, if needed.

5.
Do we know what to bring?

We will provide you with a list before the end of 2011. Examples of items you will need to bring: large rolling hockey/duffle bag, sleeping bag, pillow, clothes, baby wipes, deodorant, and skirts for girls. Due to Mexican culture, girls are required to wear ankle length skirts at the church site, and can wear pants at the camp, no shorts allowed. Boys wear pants, no shorts allowed.

6.
Do we get everything on the plane?

Each youth will check their large rolling duffle bag; their assigned 2nd team item (either a tent, guitar, cooler, supply bin) and then carries on their backpack.

7.
Do we get across the border?

Passports are required for each youth to cross into Mexico. They cost about $90.00 and take about 4-6 weeks. 
Please review travel and security policies with your child prior to the trip.
Questions…
Our Shepherd Lutheran Church

Mexicali 2012 Calendar
Mexicali a.k.a. “FLEXICALI”...Some things will change

DATES TO REMEMBER:
__November 6th

Application and Deposit Due

__December 4th

Permission and Immigration Paperwork Due

__January 8th


Youth/Family Commitment $ Due, Aunt Polly Letters Due

__March 18th


Parent Meeting after 11am service

PLANNING SESSION SCHEDULE

Sundays in the Teen Room at OSLC 12:30P-3:30P (Dates and times subject to change)

___
(1) January 8th







___
(2) January 22nd
___
(3) February 5th  








___
(4) February 19th  








___
(5) March 4th 











___
(6) March 18th – Parent Meeting 12:30-1:30
___
(7) March 25th – Commissioning Service (11am)
TRIP DATES
___
March 29th – April 6th, 2012
PICTURE PARTY AND DEBRIEFING WITH PARENTS
Sunday in the Teen Room at OSLC 12:30P-2:30P








___
April 22nd (Tentative)

Note:
If you plan to miss more than one of the above dates, you should reconsider going on the trip. Please talk with Dave or Matt if necessary.

Our Shepherd Lutheran Church

 Mexicali 2012 Application
Section 1:  YOUTH APPLICATION

tc \l1 "YOUTH APPLICATION: SECTION I
Youth FULL Name:  

Birth date: _____________________________Grade:  

Church: _______________________________School:  

Home Address:  

Home Phone:  
  Cell Phone  

Email: ______________________________

(We WILL communicate with you via email throughout the trip preparation period.  You MUST provide a valid email address that will be checked regularly!)

Facebook? ______________________________________ (We will also set up a Facebook group for the participants in the trip)

This is an advanced mission trip. Please list your previous mission experience, if any. (Mission work would include other mission trips, and some community service work such as homeless shelters or soup kitchens. Volunteering as an acolyte, babysitting, or raking leaves are all great, but do not qualify as mission work)
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
1a. If this is your first time to Mexicali, why do you want to be a part of the Mexicali Mission team this year? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
1b. If you are returning, tell us why you want to go back.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
1c. If you are returning, would you like to serve at the same ministry site as last year if it is available?

 YES________________NO_________________DOESN’T MATTER__________________

Church Name_____________________________ Pastor’s Name____________________________________________
2. If you are a veteran, are you interested in being a youth Team Leader? ____________________________________
    If yes, tell us why.________________________________________________________________________________
3. How do you plan to help form a close-knit team that encourages one another and honors God?

________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What are some of your expectations for the trip this year?

________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What are some gifts and talents that you feel you can contribute to our team?

________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. How are you currently involved in your church?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. If you have not been actively involved in your church, how do you plan on becoming active? _________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. If you could share your faith/testimony and why you believe what you believe with a Mexican child, how would you do it? ______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please list other activities, sports, jobs, clubs, drama, etc., besides school that you will be involved in during the months of January - April 6 (planning sessions are on Sunday afternoons, 12:30-3:30pm)

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

YOUTH COVENANT - Please read and sign.

 As a part of the Mexicali Mission team, I will:
· Pray consistently for the mission, other team members and the children of Mexicali that God’s will be done. 

· Attend an interview session with a Mexicali Mission Leader 

· Attend all mission planning sessions held on Sunday afternoons unless an absence is arranged for in advance with my team leader.  

· Understand that if I miss more than 1 meeting, for any reason, it is grounds for dismissal from the team without refunding any fees.  

· I also understand that if I drop out after December 4th, for any reason, I will forfeit the non refundable deposit.

· Most importantly, remember that this is a TEAM mission trip and will keep myself “Christ-centered” in my behavior, attitude and efforts in a way that is God pleasing.
While in Mexico and California, I will:
· Participate in all activities.  

· Spend time each day in devotion and prayer. 

· Understand and agree to follow all rules, including the fact that there will be no tobacco products of any kind permitted on the trip.
Youth applicant signature: __________________________________________Date: _______________________
Section 2:  PARENT APPLICATION
Team Member: __________________________________________________________________________

Mother’s Name: ______________________________________ Phone: _____________________________

Father’s Name: _______________________________________ Phone: _____________________________

Address:
__________________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________________

1. Are you willing to meet with a Mexicali Mission Leader to review this application?

YES
NO

2. Have you and your child prayerfully considered their participation in this mission trip?

YES
NO

3. Are you willing to accept responsibility for this team member’s behavior on the mission trip, including reimbursing the church for any additional travel expense incurred if at the Mission Leader’s discretion this team member needs to be sent home early due to their behavior interfering with the mission efforts?

YES
NO

PARENT COVENANT

Please read and sign. 

With my child as a team member of the Mexicali Mission Trip, I will:

· Pray consistently for the mission, other team members and leaders, and the children of Mexicali that God’s will be done.

· Support my team member making sure they fulfill their commitment as outlined in Section I.
· Support the mission with my assistance in fund-raising, driving, packing, etc. as situations arise.

Parent Signature: __________________________________________Date: __________________________
PLEASE RETURN THIS APPLICATION ALONG WITH THE COMMITMENT FORM TO THE CHURCH OFFICE NO LATER THAN NOVEMBER 6th, 2011. AFTER CAREFUL REVIEW, A MEXICALI MISSION LEADER WILL CONTACT YOU TO ARRANGE A BRIEF INTERVIEW WITH BOTH YOU AND YOUR CHILD.
Our Shepherd Lutheran Church

 Mexicali 2012 Commitment
What is the Mexicali Commitment? 

It is your offering towards the mission. This amount of money is what you and your family can comfortably put towards the trip. The amount you select to commit is entirely up to you.  Please remember, regardless of the commitment amount, you are still part of a team and everyone MUST participate in fund raising efforts (Sending ‘Aunt Polly’ Letters is the primary fund raiser, along with another big fundraiser directed by the fundraising team)

My Commitment Amount is $____________

Commitment Money Due By January 8th (at the first planning session)
Youth Signature:
___________________________________
Date___________________

Parent Signature:
___________________________________
Date___________________
PLEASE RETURN THIS COMMITMENT FORM ALONG WITH THE APPLICATION AND $100 NON-REFUNDABLE DEPOSIT (Check payable to Our Shepherd) TO THE CHURCH OFFICE NO LATER THAN NOVEMBER 6th, 2011. AFTER CAREFUL REVIEW, A MEXICALI MISSION LEADER WILL CONTACT YOU TO ARRANGE A BRIEF INTERVIEW WITH BOTH YOU AND YOUR CHILD.
Area 12:2 Youth Ministry, David Priskorn, Director of Youth Ministry

Our Shepherd Lutheran Church, 2225 E 14 Mile Rd, Birmingham, MI 48009


